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“In the garden of Eden, a nude Adam partakes
of the forbidden fruit because he cannot bare
[sic] to live without Eve, his love. Cast out of
Paradise by a wrathful God, the pair looks to
beautiful Lucifer to fulfil his promise and grant
them the secret knowledge of the trees. So
begins "THE ANNUNCIATION", Andras
Jeles’ stunning, epic account of the dark
history of humanity as portrayed entirely by
children between 8 and 12 years of age.

Photographed against the breathtaking fields,
forests, mesas and shores of southern Hungary,
"THE ANNUNCIATION" sends 12 year -old
Adam on an existential odyssey through time
and space. He becomes a general in Athens, a
crusader in Byzantium, Danton during the
French Revolution, and a witness to the plague
in London. As guided by a deceptively sweet,

ultimately contemptuous Lucifer, Adam
confronts an endless procession of Rapists and
concubines, betrayal and savagery, mindless
cruelty and fanaticism.

Superbly photographed, colourfully costumed
and stunningly acted, "THE ANNUN-
CIATION" makes Pasolini-like uses of its
youthful cast to illustrate the horror and
irrationality of our times. Unrated. Nudity,
graphic language and provocative subject
matter. In Hungarian with English subtitles.
Colour, Running time 101 minutes. Price:
$59.95


http://www.gayweb.com/106




[no listing in "Halliwell's Film Guide", Guide", "TV Times Film & Video Guide

"Leonard Maltin's Movie and Video Guide 1995", "Variety Movie Guide 1993", "Video
2001", "Speelfilm Encyclopedie", "The Movie Guide 1993" or "The Virgin Film
Critics’ Film Guide", "The Good Film and Guide"]

Video Guide", "Movies on TV and
Videocassette 1988-89", "Rating the
Movies (1990)", "The Time Out Film

No further information currently available. These microscopic video grabs are the only stills
so far located, and are all confined to the biblical section of the film, but this project is surely
the more intriguing because it did not restrict itself to retelling those religious parables with a
photogenic all-child cast. From Eden to the French Revolution is a fairly staggering sweep of
history, and one wonders how successfully it all knits together.

Nothing new, of course, in films for adult consumption with all-child casts. Forget BUGSY
MALONE, bzzzzzzzzz777777

In the main, the calculation behind such films is only one step removed from “THE TERROR
OF TINY TOWN” (38) — the world’s first all-midget Western, as though the poor world were
crying out for such a thing. It's devoutly to be hoped that Andras Jeles had more respect for
the dignity of his young cast than to shoot them for their “cuteness quotient”.

See also “BADKONAK-E SEFID” and “BASHU” - both recent Iranian films, and subject index
under ARAB WORLD / MIDDLE EAST.



