Rattan Kumar

Titles: 35 Sources: 1 Stills: 1

Born:  Syed Nazir Ali; Ajmer, India; August 24" 1942

A hungry waif of the streets — Bollywood style: BOOT POLISH Source: The Moving Picture Boy



The Moving Picture Boy entry:

“ "Master Ratan" - whose real name was Syed
Nazir Ali - studied in Bombay and had leading
roles in many films, most notably "DO
BIGHA ZAMIN" ("Two Acres of Land") and
"BOOT POLISH".

The latter begins as a traditionally roguish
Indian proletarian musical, then plunges into
sentimental drama and reaches an almost

operatic climax of pathos as the children are
separated and a surprisingly plump Ratan
"starves" in the streets while his little sister
(Baby Naaz) is pampered by rich adopters. A
similar suspension of disbelief is required
when watching Pavarotti taking the role of a
starving poet.”
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