Frankie Darro

Titles: 82+ Sources: 2 Stills: 5+

Born:  Frank Johnson Jr; Chicago; December 22" 1918
Died:  Huntington Beach, California; December 25" 1976

Hugely prolific silent boy actor, notably in Westerns and matinee serials. Despite appearing
in more titles than Mickey Rooney, Shirley Temple and Freddie Bartholomew all put together,
he never achieved comparable star status. Darro was neither decorative nor personable, a
rugged mannish boy with surly looks, but he was lithe and nimble, and must at least have
been a capable jobbing actor.
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As “THE CIRCUS KID”, age 9 Source: The Moving Picture Boy
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“Well, guests are not allowed boys in their rooms, either! Rules are rules.” “THE RAINBOW MAN”, age 10

Halliwell’s Filmgoer’s Companion entry:

“Tough-looking little American actor, a former
child and teenage player; star of many second
features.”

The Moving Picture Boy entry:

“Frankie’s real name was Johnson. His
parents were vaudevilleans, and with the get-
up-and-go attitude typical of theatrical babies
of the period he lost no time in getting into the
family act in Chicago. (Frank Johnson Sr was
in young Frankie’s first film, "JUDGMENT
OF THE STORM", in which the tot performs
"an acrobatic dance".) He went on to become
one of the most active, as well as acrobatic, of
all screen children, and in more than twenty
Westerns between 1925 and 1929 he was the
kid sidekick of cowboy star Tom Tyler. But
he also played in very different kinds of film:
in sentimental drama or, for instance, as Harry
Langdon as a boy in "LONG PANTS".

His work rate was prodigious - by 1930 he
claimed to have been in "fifty Western pictures

Source: The Silents Majority website

and several hundred others”. No wonder he
sometimes had a harassed air. If Darro’s claim
is to be believed, even our vast list represents
less than half of his output. He continued in
his teens to work busily - sometimes as a
jockey (using his ridin’ skills), sometimes as a
delinquent (with his seen-it-all look, which
can’t by then have needed much practice). He
did fine work in "WILD BOYS OF THE
ROAD" (33), "NO GREATER GLORY"
(34) and "LITTLE MEN" (35). He was in
several more serials, such as "THE WOLF
DOG" (33), "BURN EM UP BARNES"
(34), "PHANTOM EMPIRE" (35) and
"JUNIOR G-MEN OF THE AIR" (42). He
provided the voice of Lampwick in Disney’s
"PINOCCHIO" (40), and can still be seen in a
few films of the fifties and sixties, like "PAT
AND MIKE" (52) and "THE CARPET-
BAGGERS" (64).”
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Above: age 7 in ‘HEARTS AND SPANGLES”, a circus yarn
Below: as “‘LITTLE MICKEY GROGAN”, age 9

Source: The Silents Majority website
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Bottom of the heap, in “MIKE”, with Junior Coghlan and Muriel Francis Dana Source:The Silents Majority website
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