Bobby Connelly

Titles: 92! Sources: 2 Stills: 1

Born:  Robert Joseph Connelly; Brooklyn NY; April 4™ 1909
Died:  Lynbrook NY; July 51 1922 (age 13) of bronchitis

The Child Stars note: (perhaps fittingly) an enlarged heart. He had
been one of the best-loved of all the early
“...Bright stars in their time, Baby Doris and cinema’s children.”

Baby Helen are now largely forgotten, along
with most of the other top-rated child
performers of the silent era: Essanay’s Mary
McAlister..., Bobby Connelly, Vitagraph star
for whom the SONNY JIM and BOBBY
CONNELLY  series  were  especially
written...”

The Moving Picture Boy entry:

“Robert Joseph Connelly entered films, for
Kalem, at the age of three. From July 1913 he
(alongside his younger sister Helen) worked
for Vitagraph, and he became one of their most
valuable stars, especially through his SONNY
JIM and BOBBY series. After 1918 he
moved to other studios.

“Moving Picture World“ called him “a superior
and natural little actor that many would be
pleased to grab out of the picture and hug-up®.
“To say he is cute,“ a later critic wrote, “is not
to do the little gentleman justice: he is
finished... He has the most remarkably
obedient fountain of tears that the screen
exhibits.  He stirs the emotions of the
theatregoer.”

This homely, plumpish, round-eyed child —
somewhat like Britain’s Vincent Winter of 40
years later — had a talent for pathos. He could
supply his full quota of boyish pranks, though.
As Sonny Jim he visited the North Pole, the
Circus and the Mardi Gras, became a Little
Captive and a Cave Dweller, had a First Love
Affair and faced the Bear Facts.

Soon after his 13th birthday poor Bobby was,
indeed, finished — dying of bronchitis and
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