Jason Bateman

Titles: 12 Sources: 1 Stills: 1

Born:  Westchester, NY (or Rye, NY); January 14™ 1969
Son of producer Kent Bateman, brother of actress Justine Bateman [qv]

Contact address: c/o NBC TV, 300 West Alameda Avenue, Burbank, California 91522

Bateman attracted an early following as Valerie Harper’s son in the MTM sitcom which bore
her name, but she began to resent the boy’s part being beefed up by scriptwriters at the
expense of her own, and issued the studio a “he goes or | do” ultimatum. The next season,
“Valerie” became “Valerie’s Family” — they sacked her and kept the boy. However, he did
himself no favours in the long run with conceited airs and attendant bad publicity. A few years
later, he was reinvented as a standard issue teen hunk in films like “TEEN WOLF TOO”. As
always in the nepotistic world of American showbusiness, the question hangs over Bateman
and his sister whether either of them would have made it without daddy being a producer.

The Moving Picture Boy entry:

“Handsome Jason, son of a film producer,
made a modest start at the age of ten in an
educational film. His shrewdest move, though,
was to become Ricky Schroder’s tormentor,
Derek, in the TV sitcom “Silver Spoons“ - a
schoolboy master of sneak and smarm.

He then got his own series, co-starring with
David Garrison in “It’s Your Move"“, and was
the elder brother of Jeremy Licht and Danny
Ponce in the more entertaining “Valerie,
transmogrified after the departure of its star,
Valerie Harper, to “The Hogan Family“, with
Sandy Duncan as the new matriarch.

Leads followed in “CAN YOU FEEL ME
DANCING? (86), “TEEN WOLF TOO" (88)
and “CROSSING THE MOB* (88).

Jason was a keen sportsman: when he was
twelve, for instance, he went to Australia as a
member of the American Youth Soccer
Organisation team. His sister Justine became a
successful actress, in “Family Ties“ and other

TV series.”
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