Titles: 18 Sources: 2 Stills: 2

Born:  Billy Lamar(r); Gallatin, Texas; November 5" 1914
Died: St Louis; November 20" 1980
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Gosh darn it! This warnt in my contract! Source: The Moving Picture Boy




It looks as though Buzz is about to get a whipping in “THE SLINGSHOT KID” — but Milburn Morante wouldn’t dare!

Speelfilm Encyclopedie biographical notes:

“ ['"THE BOY RIDER" was..] The start of a
series of Westerns with Buzz Barton for FBO.
He made his film debut in 1926 in Jack Perrin
Westerns as Billy Lamar (the name he was born
under in 1914). After a dozen B-roles in
Westerns his star career began here. The series
of fourteen Westerns was good, all but one
directed by Louis King and technically well-
polished.”

“..The fun aspect of the Buzz Westerns was
perhaps that the hero, Buzz that is, never got
the girl in the end. The screenwriters thought a
boy of fourteen too young for that...”

“[during "FLYING LARIATS"..] Buzz had
problems, and only appeared as a star again,
after making a few more Westerns, in 1935

beside Rex Bell.”

The Moving Picture Boy entry:

“ "THE BOY RIDER", "THE BANTAM
COWBOY", "THE FIGHTIN’ RED-HEAD",

Source: indeterminate website

"THE FRECKLED RASCAL" - Buzz Barton’s
film titles tell it all. (His real name was Billy
Lamarr.) He was the archetypal junior cowboy
of the closing years of the silent cinema. If it
hadn’t been silent, he’d have made a lot of
noise - ridin’, roarin’, ropin’ and fightin’ till
the cows came home.

He was generally the protagonist, his own boy,
not a sidekick like his younger contemporary
Frankie Darro. His russet hair bristled, his
honest blue eyes glared defiance, he whooped
exultantly. He was so completely the prairie
rider that his name passed into the folk
memory. Buzz Barton air rifles were sold. (And
a decade or so later the Buzz-name was attached
to another boy rider of the screen, Buzzy
Henry.)

Barton had been raised on a ranch, and at 12
won the title of Champion Trick Rider and
Fancy Rider. In 1926, performing in a show at
Cheyenne, Wyoming, he was spotted by a scout
from FBO, and soon afterwards was launched
in "THE BOY RIDER". From the 1931 serial
"THE LONE DEFENDER" onward, Buz
Barton rode, shot and fought steadily through
the Thirties, but no longer a prodigy, just a



cowboy among others. He didn't return to the
saddle after World War Two, not in front of a
camera anyway. An unrecognisable Buzz
Barton is the train conductor in "IN THE
HEAT OF THE NIGHT" in 1967.”
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